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Best LGBT Lawyers Under 40: Class of 2013 

Nomination Form 
 

Nominee Information  

Name: Jeffrey S. Jacobi                                                                                    Date of Birth: 10/07/1979 

Title: Senior Associate                                Firm/Organization: Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2824                                  City, State Zip: San Francisco, CA 94126-2824 

Phone Number: (415) 983-1277                                 Email Address: jeffrey.jacobi@pillsburylaw.com

 

Nominator Information  

Name: The LGBT Partners of Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP  

Title: (Partner Sarah Good serving as contact for the group) Firm:Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP 

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 2824                                      City, State Zip: San Francisco, CA 94126-2824 

Phone Number: (415) 983-1314                                          Email Address: sarah.good@pillsburylaw.com

Relationship to Nominee: Colleagues and supervisors

 

Optional: To your knowledge, does the nominee identify as any of the following?  

____ Racial or Ethnic Minority   ____ Female    ____ Transgender  

____ Person with Disability    ____ Other: _____________________________________ 

 
 
The complete nomination package must be submitted via email to nominations@LGBTbar.org no later 

than 5:00 pm EDT on June 3, 2013. Please submit the following information:  
 

• Nomination Form  
• Statement of Support of Nominee (not to exceed 2 pages). Please include:  

− Details on achievements within their legal field  
− Details on their commitment to LGBT equality  

• Current Resume of the Nominee  
• Letters of Support 
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  JEFFREY S. JACOBI
 

EDUCATION 
 

University of Michigan Law School                Ann Arbor, MI 
•Juris Doctor, cum laude, May 2007.   
•Michigan Law Review, Associate Editor. 
 

•Publication: Note, Mostly Harmless: An Analysis of Post-AEDPA Federal Habeas Corpus Review of State Court 
Harmless Error Determinations, 105 MICH. L. REV. 805 (2007) , available at 
http://michiganlawreview.org/archive/105/4/jacobi.pdf.  

 

•University of Michigan Journal of Law Reform, Article Editor, Note Editor. 
 

•Publication: Note, Two Spirits, Two Eras, Same Sex: For a Traditionalist Perspective on Native American Tribal 
Same-Sex Marriage Policy, 39 U. MICH. J.L. REFORM 823 (2006). 

•Street Law, Site Coordinator and Web Host; educated adolescents at a juvenile detention center. 
 
 

Yale College                                                             New Haven, CT 
•Bachelor of Arts, Linguistics, cum laude, May 2002.  
•Senior thesis: A Linguistic Survey of the Dialect of African American Vernacular English (Ebonics) Spoken in 
New Haven, Connecticut. 
•Mixed Company of Yale University, a cappella singing group. 
 

 

Fulbright-Hays Fellowship              Kwa-Zulu Natal, South Africa 
•Studied Zulu language and culture at the University of Pietermaritzburg, summer 2001. 
•Lived with urban and rural Zulu families. 
 

 

Max Kade Grant, University of Heidelberg,                         Heidelberg, Germany 
•Studied German language and culture, summer 2000. 
 
 

LEGAL WORK EXPERIENCE 
 

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP                                                      San Francisco, CA 
Litigation and Intellectual Property Associate, Fall 2007-Present 
 

Litigation Experience 
•First-chaired three misdemeanor jury trials on a four-month secondment at the San Francisco Public Defender, 
conducting jury selection and direct and cross examination of lay and expert witnesses in cases related to gun 
possession, DUI, burglary, and theft. 
•Second-chaired a nine-day JAMS arbitration of claims involving issues related to real estate financing and 
contract interpretation before a three-member panel, conducting the cross-examination of accounting witnesses. 
 

•Second-chaired a nine-day California superior court trial of claims related to enforcement of negotiable 
instruments, conducting direct and cross examination of two key witnesses. 
 

•Second-chaired an eighteen-day AAA arbitration of claims involving issues of securities and professional 
malpractice before a three-member panel, taking the direct testimony and defending the cross-examination of a 
significant witness. 
 

•Supported litigation partners as only associate on various matters related to securities (class actions and 
derivative suits), antitrust, negotiable instruments, trade secrets, insurance coverage, real estate development, 
real property transactions, landlord-tenant disputes, breach of contract, environmental contamination, 
trademark and service mark infringement, employment discrimination, professional malpractice, unfair 
competition, internal investigations, and tribal sovereignty. 
 

•Drafted substantive documents for all phases of litigation, including the pleading stage (complaints, cross-
complaints, third-party complaints, answers, demurrers, motions to dismiss, default judgments); discovery 
(written discovery requests and responses, meet-and-confer letters); motion practice (motions to compel, 
motions to consolidate, motions for summary judgment, oppositions to motions for class certification); 
mediation (mediation briefs, settlement agreements); trial (motions in limine, trial briefs, opening and closing 
statements, examination outlines); and appeal (opening and responding briefs). 
• Drafted several briefs filed in matters before the California Courts of Appeal matters (two opening briefs, two 
reply briefs, and a respondent’s brief); and an answering brief filed in the Ninth Circuit.   
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•Conducted fact investigations and managed e-discovery and records management practices for multiple 
matters and various clients. 
 

•Questioned witnesses, including experts, at over forty depositions in matters involving insurance coverage, 
real property transactions, environmental contamination, and landlord-tenant disputes. 
 

•Defended approximately 10 depositions, including expert witnesses, CEOs, accountants, and project managers. 
 

•Appeared at hearings on discovery motions, motions to compel, and motions for trial continuance, as well as 
numerous case management conferences, settlement conferences, and mediations for both state and federal 
court matters. 
 

•Communicated with clients in various industries, from internet companies to banks to non-profits, in one-on-
one meetings, via telephone, and in writing. 
 

•Structured, negotiated, and drafted settlement agreements for a variety of disputes.  
 

•Litigated several pro bono matters, including defending a contract dispute for non-profit corporation, drafting 
portions of habeas corpus petition for inmate on death row, and defending indigent tenants in unlawful 
detainer matters.  
 

Intellectual Property Experience 
•Represented large retail chains, technology, internet, and start-up businesses in connection with trademark 
and copyright matters. 
•Advised clients regarding trademark selection, clearance, and registration. 
•Conducted trademark searches and analyses. 
•Monitored trademark portfolios for enforcement issues. 
•Prosecuted and enforced copyrights and trademarks in the United States and various foreign jurisdictions, 
including the European Union, Mexico, India, Australia, China, Georgia, and Canada. 
•Enforced trademarks in opposition and cancellation proceedings before the Trademark Trial and Appeal 
Board. 
 

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman LLP                                                      San Francisco, CA 
Summer Associate, summer 2006 
•Analyzed legal questions and prepared documents for litigation group. 
•Assisted in preparations for depositions, trials, and appellate arguments. 
•Published Alcoholic Beverage Distribution Agreements, in WINE LAW IN CALIFORNIA: A GROWING INDUSTRY 207 
(Cal. Continuing Educ. of the Bar ed., 2006) (co-author). 
 

San Francisco Office of the Public Defender                                                 San Francisco, CA 
Law Clerk for Misdemeanor Trial Attorney, summer 2005 
•Supported supervising attorney in trial activities for three trials, including voir dire and the examination of 
witnesses. 
•Researched novel legal questions and wrote memoranda and motions. 
 

OTHER WORK EXPERIENCE 

 

Teach For America, San Francisco Unified School District                                                      San Francisco, CA 
Middle School Teacher, James Lick Middle School, 2002-2004 
•Instructed students with learning handicaps and cognitive impairment in a special education day class. 
•Instructed seventh grade students in general education algebra and biology. 
 

 

ADMISSIONS: State of California (December 2007); all Federal District Courts in California; Ninth Circuit. 

AWARDS/RECOGNITION:  2011 & 2012 Outstanding Volunteer in Public Service Award from Volunteer Legal 
Services Program of the Bar Association of San Francisco; 2013 Super Lawyers, Rising Stars—Northern 
California. 

PROFESSIONAL ACTIVITIES:  Secretary, Board of Directors, AIDS Legal Referral Panel. 

PERSONAL INTERESTS/ACTIVITIES:  Hiking, baking, documentary films. 
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May 31, 2013 

 

 

 

National LGBT Bar Association 
1301 K Street, NW, Suite 1100 East Tower 

Washington, DC 20005 
 

RE:  Letter of Support for Jeff Jacobi, “Top LGBT Lawyers Under 40” 

 

 

Dear National LGBT Bar Association, 

 

I am writing this letter because I believe that Mr. Jeff Jacobi’s strong commitment to justice and 

skillful work as an attorney make him an excellent candidate for the National LGBT Bar’s “Best 

LGBT Lawyers Under 40.”  

 

Mr. Jacobi has worked in the San Francisco Public Defender’s Office on two occasions --- first in 

the summer of 2005 as a law clerk to a misdemeanor trial attorney and most recently from 

October, 2012 to February, 2013 as a trial attorney on loan from the firm Pillsbury, Withrop, 

Shaw and Pittman.   

 

The San Francisco Public Defender’s office serves the most vulnerable people in San Francisco. 

All are too poor to afford an attorney. Some are homeless or struggle with mental illness and/or 

addiction. Mr. Jacobi proved himself a tireless advocate for all of his clients, obtaining positive 

outcomes while treating them with dignity and respect.  

 

Mr. Jacobi went far beyond the call of duty in helping his clients. In one instance, his client came 

to the office bruised, intoxicated and in tears. The man, whose case was to go to trial that 

morning, revealed to Mr. Jacobi that his brother had kicked him out of their shared apartment, 

triggering his alcoholic relapse. The man had slept on the street the previous night, where he had 

been beaten and robbed. Mr. Jacobi personally took his client to the VA Hospital across town for 

detox and treatment, then arranged for the client’s parents to temporarily care for him, 

successfully delaying the trial until his client found some stability.   

 

Mr. Jacobi’s clients have benefitted greatly not only from his compassion but also his legal skills. 

In a burglary trial, jurors acquitted Mr. Jacobi’s client in less than 25 minutes after Mr. Jacobi 

proved that police had failed to properly investigate the case.  His client, an innocent man with a 

newborn child, faced a year in jail if he had been convicted.  

 

Mr. Jacobi is a strong advocate for justice, and LGBT issues are no exception. He serves as 

secretary on the AIDS Legal Referral Panel Board of Directors, an organization that provides free 

or low cost legal services to people with HIV/AIDS in the Bay Area. By resolving their legal 

issues, volunteers like Mr. Jacobi allow their clients to focus on maintaining or improving their 

health.  
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Mr. Jacobi proved himself to be an excellent trial lawyer during his tenure in our office.  He was 

well respected by judges, prosecutors and his colleagues here.  He worked hard, and always acted 

in the best interests of his clients. 

 

Mr. Jacobi is also a team player. He was always willing to go above and beyond the call of duty 

and volunteered to help his team members whenever coverage was needed.  He also took the 

initiative in thinking of new ways to boost morale.  One example is that he regularly provided 

home-baked goods to the staff.  

 
The San Francisco Public Defender’s Office and our clients were extremely fortunate to have 

benefitted from Mr. Jacobi’s work. Without reservation, I would recommend his inclusion in the 

Top LGBT Lawyers Under 40.  

  

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  My phone number is 415-553-9520.  

Thank you. 

 

Very truly yours, 

 

 
Jeff Adachi 

San Francisco Public Defender 




















